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Couldst thou exhaust it, pledge of passion blest ! 
then thou couldst not know my fond love’s aoe, Ae + 


May ; 
But when will he, for whom I sigh—oh, when 

Will he, beside me, watch thine eyes unclose ? 
We have been happy infants, as thow art ; 

Sad reason will destroy the dream too soon ; 
Sleep in the calm repose that stills thy heart, 

Ere long its very memory will be gone ' 

a 


ALARIC ; 


A SICILIAN STORY OF EARLY TIMES. 
CHAPTER Ik,—Consiuxp. 

At this juncture Bellerus returned in haste, and 
there was a look of trouble upon his brow. He. 
closed the door behind him, and then turned towards 
our hero. 

“ Alaric,” he said, evidently ‘striving to assume a 
calmmess which he did not feel, “ have you any rea- 
son to suppose that your entrance into the city this 

particularly noticed r” 





evening was 

‘* Why do you ask 7” demanded the youth. 

“Tl tell you,” answered Bellerus. “I have just 
come from the inn hear the Templé of Diana; where 
I overheard a conversation between two soldiers who. 
had just come*from the Southern gate. They said 
that a Greek vessel was seen the coast this 
morning, and.that some one landed from her. I also 


way 

“ And if sach be the case,” said Bellerus, “we shall 
hear mere from it,” 

“ But before we wait for that we'll take some steps 
of our own,” crie@Ianthe. “Some safe hiding-piace 
must be found.” 

Alaric was:upon the point of. speaking when a loud 
knocking was heard without, and a voice demanded 
entrance; in the name of the king. p 

“Fly! fly ‘’ cried. lanthe, seizing herlover by the 
arm.” 

“ Hold,” spoke Bellerus, who became calm in the 
presence of this necessity. “If he flies he Will not 
escape now, for our “house may be watched upon 
all hands ; and if he is caught in the act of fleeing, 
a deeper and more deadly suspicion may fasten upon 
him.” 

Another thundering knock was heard, and Bellerus 
started towards the door. 

“ We must meet it now,” he said, “ though I wish - arte ce di Sannin 
I had known your coming had been noticed. LIanthe, ' p d oon as they fell upon the aw A : 
you had better withdraw.” nd the pri } utter da: : sec came excruc beep 

“ Not.while——” - d the ir 

“ Hush ! ' In this I must be the judge. . For the good 
of him you lovel bid you seek your own apartment.’’ 














enough. At all events, I will see you again.” 

He kissed her and blessed her; anid she passed 
from the apartment just as the host unbarred and 
opened the outer door; She stooped and canght hold 
of her lover by the hand ere she left him, and, with 
a héavy fear upon her heart, she asked ‘him to be 


“ "Phe thought of thee shall be inducement enough 
to that end,” he replied. ‘ And now may the gods be 
with us both.” 
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“‘ Because the. has so commanded.” 
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